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Name: Sally Bice 

Job Title: DRS and Medical Case 
Manager 

How long have you been with 
ODC? I joined ODC in 1995, when 
the only full time office was in Elgin 

 What types of things do you do 
with ODC?  I help to take care of 
clients' health needs, do home vis-
its, support clients and staff, help 
with fund raising activities like the 
Chocolate Fundraiser. I even had a 
Tupperware Fundraiser once. 

Describe your family (define fam-
ily however you want)? I am a 
mother of 4 (2 of each) and grand-
mother of 10, and one more on the 
way. Two  graduated high school in 

'08. I also have a grey Schnauzer  
named Gracie. 

What do you enjoy doing in your 
free time?   I love to visit family, 
care for the grandkids, travel, read, 
talk Nutrition... 

Where is the farthest place from 
home you have ever been?  
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, and the 
Bahamas are the farthest I have 
traveled. 

What is your favorite food?  I love 
Mexican, Italian, Greek, Thai, south-
ern, seafood, ice cream, choco-
late...do I have to pick just one??? 

What one thing do you want to do 
that you haven't done yet?   Go to 
Greece and Ireland 

Who is the most impactful person 
in your life or most impactful 
person on humanity (dead or 
alive)? In my private life is my 
Grandfather. He was a Park Police-
man, and he used to take us with 
him to work and we would feed the 
squirrels, play checkers, tennis, and 
ice skate, and help him wind the 
time clock. He also read us the 
newspaper funnies every Sunday. 
In public life maybe is Hitler. He 
succeeded in talking a whole Army 
into killing millions Jewish, Gay and 
Catholic people before anyone did 
anything about it.    "The only thing 
needed for evil to succeed is for 
good men to do nothing."�������
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Name:  Perry Maier 

Job Title:  Director of Behavioral 
Health & Aurora Clinic Operations 

How long have you been with 
ODC?  I started September 4, 
2001.  So I guess a little more 
than 6 years. 

What types of things do you do 
with ODC?  A little bit of every-
thing would be the easiest an-
swer.  My main duty is that I am in 
charge of the Aurora clinic.  I also 
direct/monitor the Peer Outreach 
Program, Dental, Nutrition, Social 
Work Interns, and Psychosocial 
Support. I also have my hand in 
the Primary Care services.  Some 
of you might know me as the 
person who rooms you prior to 
your medical appointment with Dr. 
Huston or Allison.  I also repre-
sent the agency at various meet-

ings in the community. 

Describe your family (define 
family however you want)?  I 
am married to a nurse (Becca) 
who on occasion might have 
drawn your blood.  I have a 
daughter (Callie 12) and a son 
(Ian 5).  I have multiple pets; 2 
dogs, 4 cats, and a hamster but 
not a partridge in a pear tree.  I 
have another cat that resides with 
my parents who shares the name 
of my son. 

What do you enjoy doing in 
your free time?  Free time what 
is that?  I have 2 children, a wife, 
aging parents, and teach at 
Aurora University and Wabaun-
see Community College.  When I 
do have the time I love to work on 
crossword puzzles, read, watch 
CSI, Criminal Minds, and Law & 
Order Criminal Intent.  Mostly, I 
like to play with my children and 
hang out with my wife. 

Where is the farthest place 
from home you have ever 
been?  Barbados or Hawaii I do 
not know which was further.  I 
won the trip to Barbados! 

What is your favorite food?  
You would think a person of my 
size would love all foods.  This 
could not be further from the truth. 
The reality is I LOVE CARBS 
(sorry Carla) and late night eating.  
My favorite food would have to be 
Pizza.  Is coffee and coke a food?  

What one thing do you want to 
do that you haven’t done yet?  I 
would really love to go on a safari 
in Africa, take a trip down the 
Amazon, and travel to Egypt and 
see the pyramids.  To sum it up I 
guess I want to travel more. 

Who is the most impactful per-
son in your life or most impact-
ful person on humanity (dead 
or alive)?  I do not know if this 
person had impact on humanity 
but I really would like to travel 
back in time and meet Andy War-
hol.  I love his philosophy of eve-
ryone is famous for 15 minutes.  
Life is so strange all of us have 
been front and center at least 
once in our life and if that means  

we had our 15 minutes of fame 
then that is impactful to an individ-
ual.Maybe the more appropriate 
answer is Gandhi or Mother 
Teresa.  I would have loved an 
opportunity to hang out with them 
and just talk.  I believe each one of 
them in their own way taught les-
sons of tolerance and acting on 
what you believed in. Another indi-
vidual I would want to meet is Ryan 
White.  Not because Michael Jack-
son or Elton John did but because 
no child should have endured what 
he lived. I had the opportunity to be 
in the same ballroom as his mother 
and it made the hairs on my neck 
stand up.  I knew I was in the pres-
ence of greatness.�
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01- Labor Day Clinics Closed 

05- Support Group 4p - 6p 

      Speaker (?)  (A) 

18-  Luncheon Gilead  

       Speaker  (E) 

19- Support Group  

       4p - 6p (A) 

23- CAC Meeting 

25- Bingo  (E) 

 

 

 

(A) Aurora (E) Elgin 
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10- Support Group 4p - 6p 

      Speaker (?)  (A) 

13- Columbus Day Clinics     

      Closed 

16-  Luncheon Gilead  

       Speaker  (E) 

23- Bingo  (E) 

24- Support Group 4p - 6p 

      Speaker (Dr. Zawitz) (A) 

31- HAPPY HALLOWEEN 

 

 

Dates are subject to change 

Please call to verify dates 

� � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � �������

�

    164 Division Street               157 S. Lincol n Ave. 

             Suite # 607                                  Room  K 

      Elgin, IL  60120                 Aurora, IL  60505 

  PHONE (847) 695-1093              PHONE  (630) 264-1819 

  FAX       (847) 695-0501               FAX        (630) 264-2054 

www.opendoorclinic.org�
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By Louis H 

 

Recently I was told of an inci-
dent involving Karen Smith and 
a young child.   The story is so 
moving and companionate that 
I felt that I should share this 
story with others.   I believe 
that there is a lesson to be 
learned from this story. 
     One day while Karen was in 
her yard a young girl who is a 
friend of the family came by 
and asked Karen if she was 
feeling well. The reason that 
the girl asked this is because of 
the thin appearance that Karen 
has in her face.  Karen ex-
plained that her thin appear-
ance is the result of some 
medication that she was taking.  
The young girl said “Oh” and 
went to play.  Awhile later the 
young girl returned and went 
up to Karen and started to 
trace the features of her face. 
The young girl asked. “Does 
this hurt?” Karen replied “No”.  
The young girl responded “I 
hope that you feel better soon.” 

     If you would look at this 
from another point of view the 
concern and compassion from 
the young girl may not seem 
like much.   What I get from this 
story is a sweet young girl who 
is innocent, is showing a tre-
mendous amount of compas-
sion as well as intelligence.  I 
personally can think of dozens 
of supposedly intelligent adults 

who could learn a thing or two 
from this child.  There are 
many adults in this world who 
look at people with HIV like 
they were modern day lepers.  
People with HIV/AIDS are 
treated by those same adults 
with scorn, ridicule, and down 
right fear.  I believe if the world 
leaders would had this type of 
compassion twenty five plus 
years ago it just might be pos-
sible that HIV would not be 
such a global crisis that it is 
today.  If more individuals were 
treated within compassion in-
stead of contempt maybe there 
would be less reluctance for 
people to getting tested.  If our 
own government was more 
sympathetic to this dangerous 
condition maybe we wouldn’t 
have to be near death to be-
come eligible for disability.      

     I read somewhere that “a 
child shall lead!”  Maybe it is 
time for  the so called “adults” 
in this world, to take notice 
from this child’s notebook.  It is 
time for the human beings to 
re-learn how to be compas-
sionate without qualms, to be 
sensitive instead of scornful, to 
be giving instead of guilt as-
signing.  We can learn a lot 
from this child in terms of com-
passion.  I look forward to the 
day when people come to me 
to ask about my HIV and say 
”How can I help you?” instead 
of “How did you get it?”�

      Jim and Angie Slezak have 
live d in Oswego for the past 33 
years.  They have 3 biological 
children and 4 adopted children 
( 3 of whom were born addicted 
to drugs). Angie has been suc-
cessfully running a home day-
care for the past 14 years out of 
her home, while Jim has been 
working in building mainte-
nance.   

     In August of 2004, Jim be-
came unable to walk and could 
barely move from the neck 
down.  After weeks in the hospi-
tal and numerous tests he was 
finally diagnosed  with Ankylos-
ing Spondylitis, a degenerative 
autoimmune disease, which is a 
crippling form of arthritis. He is 
in constant pain.  Sadly there is 
no cure, only medication to help 
control the symptoms.   

     In  October 2004, Angie was 
diagnosed with thyroid cancer.  
he underwent surgery to have 
her thyroid and lymph nodes  

removed.  She is in remission 
now but Jim took a turn for the 
worst and is now  taking 15 
medications that cost $50,000 a 
year. 

Unfortunately they fell behind in 
their mortgage, and are about to 
lose their house and the day-
care. 

Saturday, Aug 30-2008 

Noon to 7pm 

Harris Forest Preserve            
(on Rt. 71 1/2 mile west of  Rt. 47) 

Family and friends are hosting 
this benefit for the Slezaks 

Tickets are available at Castle  
Bank in Yorkville and Oswego 

10.00 Pre event  12.00 at the 
door. 

Tickets include food, kids activi-
ties, bouncer, face painting, 
games, silent auction, raffles 
and much more... 
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